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Todd Bearden appeals from the judgment of the circuit court denying his motion
for post-conviction relief under Rule 24.035.

Bearden’s plea was part of a “group plea” procedure in which six unrelated
defendants in ten separate cases were represented simultaneously by the same public
defender.

REVERSED AND REMANDED

DIVISION THREE HOLDS: Consistent with this court’s previous holding in Miller v.
State, No. ED103323, 2016 WL 2339049, we find the practice of group pleas sufficiently
suspect to necessitate an individualized examination of voluntariness in a post-conviction
evidentiary hearing.

Opinion by: Lisa Van Amburg, Judge
Angela T. Quigless, Presiding Judge, and Robert G. Dowd, Jr., Judge, concur.
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